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gave him a pagoda to Ms great surprize and joy. These
honest creatures may always be depended upon faithfully
to execute whatever they undertake if practicable. Having
dispatched the Catamaran we once more made sail.

The fifth day we saw Pulo Penang, at the mouth of the
Straits of Malacca, at that time uninhabited, but where the
East India Company long since formed a colony, now in
a flourishing state, having docks constructed in the har-
bour of sufficient dimensions to receive and repair ships of
the line, and where several capital vessels have been built.
Its name has been changed to Prince of Wales's Island.
It was long considered the Montpelier of India, and in-
valids from every quarter were sent there for recovery of
health, but during the last four years it has in some measure
lost its reputation for salubrity, numbers of the inhabitants
having died, amongst whom were Mr. Dundas, the Gover-
nor, and his lady, the latter not actually dying upon the
Island, as she was sent to Bengal with a hope of saving
her, but she survived her arrival in Calcutta only three or
four days.

Mr, Oliphant, first in Council, the Chief Surgeon, and
many other gentlemen of inferior rank also fell sacrifices
to the disorder prevalent that season. The fate of Mr.
Grey, the second in Council, was peculiarly hard. Having
been attacked by the malady that proved fatal to so many,
he was induced to accept the offer of a passage to Europe
in the Blenheim, Admiral Sir Thomas Troubridge's flag
ship, and in which the Admiral himself was about to return
home, notwithstanding the Captain and every officer
belonging to her pronounced her unfit for such a voyage,
and that if they met with any bad weather she must go to
the bottom. Sir Thomas was obstinate in his determination,
at the same time telling his Captain and officers he did not
insist upon their keeping their stations, and that all, or
any of them, were at full liberty to quit the Blenheim. The
Captain answered he certainly considered the embarking in
her desperate, yet as he (the admiral) chose to risk his life,
he (the Captain) thought it his duty to keep the command